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‘ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL IN A STIMULATING AND CARING ENVIRONMENT’
Equal Opportunities

Equal opportunities should be promoted on the basis that every person deserves equal

respect irrespective of age, race, culture, capability or gender.

Teaching should take into account issues related to multicultural education, special

educational needs, gender and personal and social education.

Rationale

At our school we believe that there is great benefit in children spending regular

periods of time on learning activities set by teachers to support the work done in class.

We feel that this extends the challenge we give to our children and ensures that

teaching time is used to maximum effect. We recognise, however, that children also

have other valuable out of school interests, and hope to ensure that homework will be

flexible enough to allow for these activities too.

Purposes

The purposes of homework should be

• To enhance partnership between school and parents.

• To consolidate skills and understanding, especially in literacy and

numeracy.

• To extend school learning.

• To exploit resources for learning at home.

• To encourage pupils to develop confidence and self-discipline to study on

their own, and to develop their skills of independent learning.

Guidelines

Homework arrangements are made manageable for children, parents and teachers by

• Regular patterns of homework in each year group.

• Allowing more than one evening for completion of each piece of homework.

• Giving clear instructions to children about what is expected.

In this school we follow the guidelines given by the DFEE for amounts of homework

in each year group. These are

• Yr R. There are no times recommended, but parents should be asked to share

books with their children and to help them practise words, letters and numbers

which they have been learning at school.

• Yr 1 and 2. One hour a week. This should consist mainly of reading together,

learning spellings, number games, times-tables & tasks. Teachers could also
set other tasks relating to topic work or other curriculum areas.

• Yr 3 and 4. One and a half hours a week. Reading should be the main focus (including guided reading homework). Spellings, tables and maths activities linked to their

Numeracy work, and topic work could be included.

• Yr 5 and 6. Up to half an hour a day. All the above should be extended and children

should be expected to do more independent reading.

Feedback about their homework should be given to children by their teachers as soon

as possible

• This should be verbal or written, according to the homework task. It could be

in the form of test results, for example following a spelling or tables test.

• Parents working with their children at home should give them immediate

verbal feedback.

• Parents should be invited to give written feedback on their children’s

homework and/or reading record to inform teachers.

Some children with special needs sometimes benefit from separate tasks from those

set for the rest of the class, but teachers should aim for as much work as possible to be

in common, the same as their peers.

The Role of Parents:

The role of parents is of great importance and they should be encouraged to

• Provide a suitable place for homework, away from distractions.

• Make clear to their children that they value homework.

• Give encouragement, praise, and sometimes help.

• Especially with younger children, to become actively involved.

• Consulted about how school can support them.

Date written: January 2017.

Date to be reviewed: Jan 2020.
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